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In 1956, a few brash young men created the Mai-Kai Restaurant and bar in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, by poaching key staff from Don the Beachcomber's, a Polynesian-themed Chicago
restaurant. The Mai-Kai became the playground of celebrities and playboys, and the beautiful
women working there used it as a jumping-off point for adventure and fame. Through first-hand
stories and more than 400 images, this book documents the history, allure, and enduring legacy
of the mid-twentieth-century Tiki era. Focusing on the period 1955 to 1971, it is the story of how
the Mai-Kai and its iconic elements came to exist, and the men and women who shaped it and
went on to shape the world. Now listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Mai-Kai is the
only place on earth that still serves the "Rum Rhapsodies" that kicked off that indulgent era.

If you have a passion, pursue it. And if you then share the results of that passion, its energy will
transfer on the recipients of your work: Any true labor of love WILL find those who have eyes to
see and hearts to feel that love. Tim Glazner followed the call of the Tiki to show and tell the
story of one of America's most extraordinary Tiki temples, and the results will boggle the minds
and widen the eyes of the readers, irrevocably casting the spell of America's mid-century god of
recreation over them.-Sven Kirsten, author Book of Tiki, Tiki Modern, Tiki PopThe Mai-Kai is the
quintessential Tiki bar. It encompasses every element of classic Polynesian Pop from a dramatic
public opening to family ownership to celebrity history to longstanding traditions. It now stands
as the lone preserved testament to the golden era of the Tiki restaurant and bar. Whether it's
mixing a perfect tropical drink while wearing a cabana outfit or overseeing the precise production
of replica Mai-Kai mugs, Swanky is a stylish fixture of the Tiki scene. He stands as the expert
archivist of Mai-Kai history. His knowledge of details of Mai-Kai artifacts, personnel, and
architectural elements is unmatched - even by the owners of the Mai-Kai!-Otto Von Stroheim,
Event producerSwanky's book, "Mai-Kai: History and Mystery of the Iconic Tiki Restaurant," is
an outstanding and detailed exploration. It's a heavy, hardcover treasure, 174 large, full-color
pages, packed with incredible images you've never seen before. He worked closely with the
restaurant, diving into their archives, and interviewed scores of people who were there from the
very earliest days of the Mai-Kai, especially original general manager Bob Van Dorpe.-
CritikiGlazner's book is also a love letter to the Mai-Kai, a time capsule of Polynesian culture,
which opened on Dec. 28, 1956, in Fort Lauderdale. The restaurant hosts Polynesian shows,
and its Molokai Bar boasts an exhaustive menu of rummy creations.- South Florida weekly.What
was it like inside the midcentury Tiki splendor of the famed Mai-Kai restaurant in Fort
Lauderdale? A new book, Mai-Kai: History & Mystery of the Iconic Tiki Restaurant, paints a vivid
picture through photos, memorabilia and stories from insiders.The book is written by someone
who knows the restaurant intimately: author Tim "Swanky" Glazner, the co-founder of annual Tiki



extravaganza The Hukilau, has been hosting the event at the Mai-Kai since 2003. He spent more
than a decade researching the book.-Liquor.comFrom the AuthorI have been learning about the
Mai-Kai and collecting its ephemera for over a decade. As co-creator of the Hukilau event, I had
complete access to the people and their stories and the trust to tell them. This began as me
simply being a huge fan. As it became a more serious project, it was my quest to tell the world
about the amazing people in and around this remarkable place. This book represents many
hours spent in back rooms and basements scanning images, countless hours tracking down old
timers and interviewing them, and a ridiculous number of hours turning all these disparate
stories into a book. I am excited to share what I have learned. As the Mai-Kai's biggest fan, I can
tell you, no matter how much you love it, your wonder and admiration will be greatly increased
after reading this book.From the Inside FlapThis book documents the pinnacleof the Mid-
Century Tiki era. The stories, images and ephemera tell how a fewbrash young men created the
Mai-Kai by way of a coup at Don the Beachcomber'sand went on to eclipse the old guard
restaurants. It became the playground ofcelebrities and playboys, and the beautiful women
working there used it as ajumping-off point for adventure and fame. This is the story of how the
Mai-Kaiand its iconic elements came to exist, and the tales of the men and women whoshaped it
and went on to shape the world.As one of the pioneers of the modern Tikimovement, Swanky
has been researching its various aspects for over a decade. Hehas written articles, appeared in
documentaries, been interviewed by NPR andother radio shows, and has given presentations
on the history of Tiki and theMai-Kai specifically. Materials from his collection have been
published inother books and used in museum exhibits. By creating Hukilau, the secondlargest
Tiki event in the world, centered around the Mai-Kai, he was grantedaccess to the images and
people whose stories appear in this book.From the Back CoverRare images200+ color and
200+ black and whiteFirst hand interviewsTales from those who lived themDon the
beachcomberNew insights into the father of TikiPowerful womenAdventures of the Mai-Kai
maidensAbout the AuthorTim "Swanky" Glazner has been collecting and researching
midcentury paraphernalia for decades. He has shared his knowledge in various documentaries,
articles, seminars, and other media. He is an expert on the Tiki era--its music, cocktails,
ephemera, and history.Read more
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Stephanie, “A treasure trove of eye candy, but also an entertaining and enlightening read.. Full
disclosure: I helped with the production of this book. Tim spent years putting this book together -
it's been a labor of love for more than a decade, and it shows. The publisher did an excellent job
with layout, fonts, and graphics. Tim's own collection of vintage photos and those kindly
provided by others are beautifully laid out and flow with the stories throughout the book. The
stories are first-hand accounts of the creation of this iconic establishment and of times spent
there during its heyday. If you have an interest in tiki, mid-century modern, architecture,
photography, pinups, celebrities, cocktails, or amazing life stories - you will love this book. It's a
treasure trove of eye candy, but also an entertaining and enlightening read about people, a
place, a lifestyle, and an amazing period of time.”

Creative Lady, “Beautiful Work.. This book is FULL of interesting photos of the number one tiki
destination in America. I had my works on consignment in their shop for some time, so I made
numerous visits to the Mai-Kai and fell in love with the magic the first time I walked through the
door. Mr. Glazner captures that magic in his book. I am so glad that he has taken the effort to put
this historical walk through the Mai-Kai together. With the recent loss of Don's historical location
(though it will get a reboot in a new place), it is even more imperative that historians put together
great records like this of the iconic tiki palaces that are disappearing too fast.”

RBunch, “Fabulous Book. I worked in the office at the Mai-Kai for Bob Thornton from 1978 to
1985. I loved working for him and everything about the Mai-Kai. Being there every day, I was truly
ensconced in all things Aloha. This book was a joy and truly fun to read. I learned things I did not
know. The photos are all good quality and I loved seeing people I used to know and work with. If
you've been to the Mai-Kai or just love all things Aloha and Tiki...you must get this book. Thank
you for putting this fabulous book together, Mr. Glazner. My trip down memory lane was a good
one!”

Paul, “Bravo!. Fantastic well photographed and written piece of history on this iconic
establishment that I have been going to since 1979. Bravo!”

Ron Gaunt, “I knew I would enjoy this book. As a fan of both Tiki culture and the time period that
this book covers, I knew I would enjoy this book, but not nearly as much as I did (if that makes
sense!) I was expecting a beautiful coffee table book with lots colorful pictures and captions that
were somewhat secondary to the photos but this book is so much more. I was fascinated with
the people, events and the stories within - couldn't recommend this book more. Got that empty
feeling when I finished it...sign of an entertaining and engaging read. One book I will be revisiting
again and again.”



J.A., “Unbelievable amount of information and history on this magical place.. Live in Fort
Lauderdale and have been going to this place for more than 30 years. Still love each time I go
through the door! It transports you, to me, back to younger days and those great memories. It
also transports you to another place in time. Many a great nights spilling out this Tiki palace. This
book is an amazing capture of mid-century world of Tiki lifestyle.  Don't hesitate to own!”

Richard Wenzler, “Wonderful inside history of the Mai-Kai!!. I have been a fan of the Mai-Kai
since my parents took me there in 1962. This book is wonderful and brings back such great
memories.I was able to do a tour with the author in June and can't wait to go back.I highly
recommend this book to anyone interested in Tiki culture.The Mai-kai is a must visit for
everyone!!Can't wait for the second edition.”

K, “Awesome book, awesome place!. My dad loved this book when I got it for his birthday.
Includes interesting history and beautiful colorful photos”

delahaye yann, “Dont think just buy it. Amazing book . Beautiful pictures and lots of tiki history .
You must to add to your collection  .”

The book by Tim Glazner has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 114 people have provided feedback.
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